


CHRIST - Tree Of Life- WIGDCM

Was Christ the tree of Life in the garden (& Satan, the other tree)?
Gen.2:9. & Gen. 3:24."50 le drove out the man; and He placed at the east
of the garden of Bden Cherubims, and a Clawming svord vhich turned every
way, to keep THE WAY OF THE TULL €1 LImog.M

John 14:6  Chrigt said "I am the way, the truth and the life.

Rev. 2:7 "Po him that overcomes will I give to cat of the tree of life

which 18 in the midat of the Paradise of God.

Rev. 22:14"Blessed are they that do his commandments thel they may have

right to the tree of life and may enter in through the gates into the city."
John 6:51 "I am the living wread which came down from heaven: if any man

eat of this bread, he shall live forever:

Gen. 3:22."Now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life,

and eat, and live forever:"

John 6:27 "Labour not for the meat which perishes, but for thal meat which
endures unic everlasting life."

t35 "And Jesus said unto themy, I am the bread of Life:.."”

:58 "This is that bread which came down from heaven; not as your
fathers did eat manna and are dead: he thal eats of this bread shall live
Torever.

Prov.3:18 "She (wisdom) is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her."
Luke. 11:49 "Therefore also said the wisdom of God {Christ to the Jews)
I will send them prophets." (Matt.23:34)

In effect this is saying Curist is the tree of life or . SyNOnoOmous
with it.

Prov. 11:3C "The fruit of the righteous (Heb. a rightecous one) is a tree
of life.

:8 "The righteous (leb. a righteous one) is delivered oub .of
trouble, and the wicked (a wicked one) comes in his slead™.

Could this be prophetic of Christ and Satan?

Prov.13:12 "liope deferred makes the heart sick; but when the desire
comes it is a lree of life".

Apart from the obvious meaning could thig alse be prophetic of
Chrint?

Hag.2:7 "And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations

shall come: and I will £ill this house with glory, said the Lord of Hosts."



Tree of Life(cont.)

Prov. 15:4 "A wholesome fongue is a tree of Life..."

Could this also be prophetic of Christ as the word?

Prov. 8:12,22,23 ",..The Lord possessed me in the bepinning of His wayiee..

««Iwas set up from everlasting, from the bheginning, Or ever the earth was.."

va. 30 "Then I was by Him; as one bfoﬁght up with Him..."

Is wisdom personified here zg prophelic of Chrigt?

I Cor. 1:24 "But unto them which arc called both Jews snéd Greeks, Christ

the power of God, and the wisdom of God."

Col.Z2:3 "in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

Prov.9:1-6 "Wisdem has builded her house,

She has hewn out her seven pillarg:

She has killed her beasts; she hath
mingled her winej; she has furnished

her table. She hath sent forth maidens:
she crieth upon the highest places of
the city, Whoso is simple, let him turn
in hither: As for him that wonteth
undergtanding, she saith to him, Come
eat of my bread, and drink of the wine

which I have mingled. TPForsake the

Is this prophetic of Christ
building Iis church and of
the spiritual house He is
building in each one of us?
I Cor. H:1-4

Is this prophetic of the T
eras of God's church?

The wedding feast of Christ
Matt.22. and the servants sent
sent ouwt with the invitations?

The warning message through
‘i}he P-l].‘- ,L‘Jo ‘1‘- I‘Iio, e’tc-?

Again Christ calling them To

eat of his flesh and drink of
his blood?

Foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.™ i

Prov. 8:1-6 "Does not wisdom cry?
And understanding put forth her volce?
whe standeth in the top of high places,

(margin - places of vantage) By the vey in

margin- the places where the paths meet)

the plades of 1thie paths. She crielh at

the gates, al the enltry of the city,

At the coming in at the doors. Unto you,

0 men I call; And my voice is to lhe sons
of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom:
And ye foolg, be ye of an understanding
heart. Hear; for I will spealk of excellent
(eb. and margin: prince or roepresentative)
things (words, hence truths, hence -

representative truths),"

Christ's warning message?

don'lt we seek out the most
prestigious places of vanltage
for the P,T.?

Airports & railways terminals
galtes —~ where are galtes of the
cities?

doors —ontrances, how many shop
entracces are P.T. stands in?

Is not the message representative

of God's kingdom and are we not
all representatives of a netter
way’r
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Wag the time Christ wes on earth 'a separate time? Likewise today,
ig it 2 separate tinve?

Jobn 12:35  "Then said Jesus unto them (the general people of his day)
Yel a little while is the light (ie. Christ) with you. Walk
while you heve the light, lest darkness come on you.

£ 36 Hhile you have light believe in the light that you may
be (Gr. become) the children of light.

Was this not an admenition from Chrisit to the pecple to heed whail
he wag saying or otherwise darkness — blindness— would come upon them. But

on the olher hand if they heeded they could become the children of light - God.

Luke 11:49 "“Therefore also said the wisdom of God (Christ to the Jews)
I will send them prophets and Apostlies, and some of them
they shall slay and perszecute:
:50.51 That THE BLOCD 0" ALL THE PROPHETS, which was shed from
the foundation of the world, MAY BE REQUIRED OF THIS
GENBRATION; from the blood of Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias which perished beltween the altar and the femple
verily I say unto you It shall BE REQUIRED CF THIS GENERATION"
WIY? Wos it because they were not ignorant? o
Matt., 11:16 "DBut where unto will I liken <this gencrotion..."
To whom much is given much iz regquired. Luke 12:48
Are we Jjudged according to the guality of the wilness against us?
Was Chfist‘s generation a separate time? Ig today likeuvise a
separate time. Were they without excuse? They had a witness to the point
that they could make a decision: Listen and obey or not listen and disobey!
Iikewise today, God is sending out a witness. The warning and witness is
available. The qguality of the wiltness will be comparable to Christ's
(John 14:12. and greater things will they do) therefore the people will be
without excuse?
Why would God send a warning mezsage and wilnegs if lthose to whom
Ile wag sending it could nolt heed the warning and come to Him and chiuge

because they are blinded?



Matt. 11:20-24 "Then began Ile 1o upbraid the cities vhere-in most of
His mighty works wore done, because they repented notb:
Woe unto you Chorazin...Bethsaida...Capernaum...."

Matt. 11:12-13 "And from the days of John the Baplist until now the
Xingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
take it by force. Jor all the prophets and the law
prophesied until John."

It would seem those before Christ "were winked at".

Were lthe people of Chrisl's time left withoul excuse because of the
miracles that were done before them? Because of the miracles and Christ's
presence were the people responsihle and sin imputed to them?

John 15:22-24 " If I had nol come and spolien unte them, tirey had not had
sin ;5 but now they have no cloke for thelr sin., He thai

hates me hates my Father algo. IL I had not done among them

the works which none other man did, they had not had sing

bul now have they both seen and habted both me and my Father.”

lukel6:16 "The law and the prophets were 111l John: since that time
the Kingdom of God is preached, and every man presscs into
it.*

Matt.13:35 "That it might be fulfilled which was spolen by the prophet
saying I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter
things which have been Xepl secret from the foundation
(casting down, destruction) of the world.

From John on, il was a different itime.

Acte 18:6 ‘Paul sald to the Jews who would not listen "your blood be
upon your own heads."

Malt.1l3:15 "ior this people's hearlt is waxed gross and thelr ears are
dull of hearing and ltheir eyes THEY HAVE CLOSED..."

I's blindness a vicious circle?
The warning goes oulb,the witness is given. The people choose not

to heed. Therefore they arce blinded from understanding anything more.

Therefore the IPather will nol draw them.

Ilfhess.2:11-12 “....because they recceived nol the love of the truth,

that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall
send lthem slrong delusion, thal they should belicve a lie."

Luke 8:18 "iake heed therefore HOW ye hear..."

John 12:(35-40)39"Therefore they could not helicve" why?

because va. 37 "Bul though He had done se many miracles



beforz them, yelt they believed not cn Him
Rom,1:£0-32) 28 ‘Because MIN decided Tthat THEY did not want %o retain

God in thelr knowledge God gave them over to their own
devices.
IIPet,3:5 "For this THEY (scoffers vs.3) willinegly are ignorant of.."
IT Cor.3:13-16 “...Neverthelesc when IT {Israel) shall turn to the Lord

the vail shall be taken away,"
Why is this vail on them?
Rom. 11:32 "For God has concluded them all in unbelief that He
might have mercy on all.”
Once they refused to heed the witness lthey were left vulnerable to
Satan.
II Cor. 4:4 "In whom the géd of this world has hlinded the minds
of them which believe not lest the light (which Christ told

them to walk in) of the glorious gospel of Christ, who

is the image of God, should ghine unlo them."
When Peter preached on the day of Pentecost his message was

avallable to all in every language? Whal would have been the point of

preaching to them and telling them to repent if they could not hecome the

called, that is if they could not repent and change? Likewise today.

Rom. 1:20 "For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understooaiby the things that
are made, cven His elernal power and Godheads so that THEY
ARE WITHCUT BXCUSE:"

:21 "Because that when they knew God, they glorifigﬁ Him not

as God neither were thankful; but became vain in their
| imaginations and their foolish heart was darkened."
if it were nol poscible for man lo seek and find God would he have
been continuclly enjoined to do so?
Matt. 7:7-8 ".oeneck, and ye shall find...he thalt secketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh il shall be opened..."
Rev.3:20 "Behold T sland at the door and knock if any man hear my
voice and open the door I will come in.."
Isa. 55:6 "Seek you the lord while e may be found, call you upon
Him while He is near..®
IIChron.l15:2 "The Lord'is with you (speaking to XKing Asa of Judah)
while you be with Himj and if you seek Him, He will be
found of you. ."
IChron. 2839 "And you Solomon my son, know you ihe God of thy father

apddserve B im with a perfect heart and with a willing
mina:



Wior the Lord searches ALL HEARTS and underslands the
imaginations of the thoughts: if you seek Him, He will
be found of you."

IIChron. 16:9 "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the
whole earth to shew himself strong in the behalf of them

whose heart is perfect (whole) toward Him."

Acts 10:34-35 "Then Peter opened his mouth and said "Of a truth I perceive

that God is no respecter of persons: But in every
naticn he thatl fears Him, and works righleousness, is
accepted with Him."

But because God knows the end from the beginning and because He
knows that it is nol in man to do these things, He can prophesy that they
will not turn to Him and thaﬁ‘it will be only the few that do so.
Therefore He says continually:

Jer. 29:19 "Because they have not hearkened o ily words, which I
sent untce them by My servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them; but ye would not hear, sailh
the Lord."

Iga, H59:1 "Behold the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot

save; nelther Hig ecar heavy that it cannot hear: But

your iniquities have separated belween you and your God."

Mattl. 22:14 "For many are called but few chosen."

Doesn't this say many are the called - receive a calling — but few
are actually selected or beecome the chosen? Why? DBecause thg& don't
have the right garment -~ attitude of mind!

Where did this invitation (called, Cr. invited) go? Wirstly to
those who had already been oificially invited (physical Israel, the Jews
of Christ's day?) but THEY CHOSBE not to go. Then the invitation went into

the highways to “as wmany as ve shall find" vs.9. They all received the

invitation, good or bad, bubt only those that mel requirements of the
Father (had right garment on) were the chosen.

Called — Gr. invited, called {ref. in Strong's concord. 2822) derived
from *kaleo' (ref. in Strong's 2564) to call or bid. The sense throughout
the parable is 'invitation'.

Johnl:11-12 "He come unto His own, and His own received Him not.

Bul as many as received Him to them gave He power to

become Lhe zong of God even to them that believe on His name.

H



This geems to say God gives the power 1o become Cod's chosen
if they do sometbhing.
Matt. 13:19 "When anyone hears the word of the Kinglom and
understands (Gr. attends to it) not, tiren comes the

wicked one...."

the emphasis is on the reaction of the

individual

123 "But he thal receives the seed inlo the good ground is he that
hears the word, and usnderstands (attends to) it which
also bears fruit and brings forth.”

"understands" Sitrong's ref. No. 4920 Gr. suniemi, to put together ic.

mentally, to comprehend hence to consider , to attend to - Interlincar

Greek — lnglish New Testament, Baker.

Inke8: 15 "But that on the good ground are they which in an honest
and good heart having heard the word, XKeep it and bring
forth fruit with patlience."

"keep" Strong's 2722, seize on, hold fast, retain.

Luke&: 18 "Take heed therefore I O W YE HEAR: for whosoever hath
to him ghll be given and whosoever hath not, from him o
shall be taken even that which he seems to have."

People who don't'hold on' the truth let it slip either in the
process of conversion or after; therefore the admonition not to 'neglect
so great salvalion'. It is interesiing that those who 1éave the church
become as those who never knew, Are they being concluded in unbelief with
the bulk of mankind?

The explanation of the parables were not given to thehgener&l
people becausc they contained the mystery of God and thot all people
would get their chance, i.e. that some were blinded now, since they
rejected God; that God may have mercy on them all. It just was not
expedient for thom Lo know this.

Acts 3339 "For the promise (of the Holy fpiril vs. 33) is unto
you (the entire audience of people listening) end %o
your children, and to all thal are afar off, even as
many as bhe Lord shall call." (call - Strong's 4341)

And who arc the "as many as the bord shall call"?

"Go therefore unto the highways and as many ag ve shall find,

bid (cali or invite) Lo the marriage." Mati 22:9
Matt. 22:10 "3o theve servants went out inbe tihe highways , and

gathered topgether all as many as they found..®

This calling went out as a broad invitation, brosdcast far and

wide, disseminated to all,



Mark.3:13-14 "And le goes up inte a high mountain and calleth
(Gr. summons, Strong's 4341, as above) unto Him whom
e would: and they came unic Him. And He ordained
(or appointed) twelve that they should be with Him."
These deciples weire there witlh Him and Ille called them aside
and then selected. The same word is used (Strongh 4341) when Christ
called the multitude to Him in Matt. 15:10 to tell {them something.
Do all have opportunity but sadly are nol willing, except the
very few? These few have their eyes opencd to greater understanding
as they yield to God for it. Are some like Jonah - God intends to
have them and goes to great lengths to get them because He has
specific jobs for then. Arg some worked with more specifically to
draw them at any costl But because most are unwiliing (unwilling
because everything else is far more important to them), they are
simply and mercifully concluded in unbelief; while we on the other
hand are indeed a chosen priesthood becsuse of our fulure?
But because of the pulls of this world and flesh not many
noble or worldly wise become the chosen., They are not ready in mind.
I Cor. 1:26 "l'or ye see your calling brethren .."

"calling" Strong's ref. no. 2821 an invitation.

2Pet. 1:10 "Wherefore the rather, brethren pive diligence to make
your calling and election sure.” (calling St. 2821)
We are admonished to give diligence NOT 4o be sure to enter
God's Kingdom, NOT to Le sure f¢ be in the first resurrectidn, NOT
to be sure to be a parlt of the born again family of Gody but the
emphasis is rathoer we are told to give diligence to make our calling
and election sure. Be diligenl to Dbe called. Be diligent 1o make
sure we are "the good ground" and that we "keep", retain, and hold
fast as admonished in Luke 8:1% “having heard the word, keep it and

bring forth fruit.

What would be the point of telling a blind man to change the

colour of his shirt if he can nol see whal colour it i= or undersland

whatl colour you want. Why would God allow mon to suffer the
indescribable anguish, pain and hearlache of the tribulation and
World War IIL, because he has noit been found worthy of escape, because

he haszs not kept God's laws. And the reason he has not kept them is



because he is blinded and camnot come to understand the truth - he
cannot understand the Sabbath, the Holy Days or true repentance. IHe
cannot have his eyes opened Lo hiz sin and therefore stop sinning and
change, repent and start keeping God's sabbath, Holy Days and all God
regquires of us. And isn't a member one who is doing this. And
therefore only members can escape.
John 6 :44"L "No man comes to me except the Father draw him and I
will raise him up at the last day."

Isn't Christ showing by this verse and the following how
intricately both He and the Father work together {to bring sons to glery.
(ﬁeb.2zld§ That they all shall be {taught of God as the prophels said -
Gs. 45. —~ everyman that hag heard and learned of the IFather comes to
Christ. Vs.46 —~ no man hag ever seen God the Pather except Christ;
therefore he that believes on Christ (ie. trusts ~Gr. 4100 ref. Strong -
his life to Christ - which is total commitment) has everlasting life.
Therefore Christ can conversely say: No man comes unio the Father but by
me. No matter how much a person tries they cannot come to understand
unless by a miracle of God opening the mind and drawing.

Johnl2: 32 "And ¥, if I be 1lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men untio me."
146 "I am come a light into the world, that whoscever believes

on Me should not abide in darkness.%

s 44 "..He that believeth on Me, believelh not on Me, but on
Him that sent Me."

Does this not mean:

First, a person has to make the initial turn to seek God after
he has had exposure to ‘the truth. Then God opens the individual's
mind to His itruth which he could no- t understand if Ged did not
spiritually and miraculously open that persons mind to the understanding
of His plan.

Are we His chosen because lle has opened up our closed mindsy the
rest being concluded in unbelief that He might have mercy on all?

Ho matlter how much an individual were to turn tc God he could
not understand the truth or plan of God unless God chose Lo make 11
known to him.

Mattel3:17 "ior verily I say unlo yow, Thal many prophets and
righteous men have desired to see those things which

ye see and have not seen them; and to hear those things



“which ye hear and have not heard them.

Luke24:45 Christ to His disciples "Then opened le their understanding

that they might understand the scriptures.,”

Matt.13:11-12"He answered and said unto them, Because it is given to you
to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven but to them
it is not given. For whoscever has to him shall be given
(ie. those thoat have a 1itile understanding receive more
2z they turn to Cod) and he shall have more alundance: but
whosoever has not from him shall be taken away even that
he hath." (those who are exposed to the truth lose even that

initial glimpse??)

Is proverbs 1:20-33 prophetic of the warning going out lLoday?
Prov.1:20- "Wigdom cricth withouts; She utterelh her voice in the streetls;
She crieth in the chief place of concourse, In the openings
of the galtes: In the city she uttereth her words, saying,
How long ye simple ones, will ye love simplicitly? And the
scorners delight in their scrning, And fools hate knowledge?
TURN YOU AT MY REPROOI: Behold I will pour out my SPIRIT
unto YCU, T will malke lnown my words unlo you. Because I
HAVE CALLED AND Yl REFUBED; ¥ have stretched oub my hand,
AND NO MAN REGARDED; But ye have set at fought all my
counsel, {Heb. Strong's ref. no. 6098 by impl. PLAN, purpose)
And would none of my reprcolf: Ialso will laugh at your
calamityy I will meck when your fear cometh; When your fear
comes as desolation And your destruction cometh as a whirl.
wind; When distress and anguish cometh upon you.(Isn't this
prophetic of the coming tribulation and war?- God warns
but tlicy won't heed -He offers, they refuse, go) Then shall
they c¢all upon me, bul I will not answer; They shall seek
me early, but they shall not find me: (famine of the word?)
For they hated knowledge, And did not CHOOIE the fear of the
Lord: THEY WOULD NOK® OF MY COUNSEL (plan): They despised
all my reprocof. Therefore shall they ealt of the fruit of
threir own way...for the TURNING AWAY of the zimple sghall
slay them, And the PROSPERITY (they don't nesd God) of fools
shall destroy them. B U T whoso hearkenelh unto me shall

dwell safely,. And shall be quiet from fear ¢f evil,™



Mr. Armstrong, you said recently in a World Tomorrow telecast that
if people wanted to they could understand bul that you thought they were
Just not willing. In the Nov.-Dec. P.T. it says "People could understand
the Bible -~ if they were really willing lo study it and accept it for
what it says." from art. "Have you read the Book of the Year". In the
March issue of the P.T. in your editorial you very slrongly tell the
readers that there is a way of escape and enjoin them to tzke action.

Why is God inspiring you to say these things if it is not possible for

them to come hecause they are (people in general) not being called and

having their eyes opened?

Why did Paul go to such lengths to present himself the right

way so thal he might at any cost and in some way gain the more to the truth?

I Cor.9:19-22 "..Inmade mysell servant unto all, that I might gain the more.
And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the
Jewsj wo ihem thal are under the law, as under the law, that
I might gain them that are under the law...To the weak..weak,
that I might gaim the weak: Iam made all things to all men,
that I mighit by all means save some.”

Is this why the presentaﬁion of the P.T. and other mecans of
carrying the gospel is so imporlaent at this time?

Christ said He would make us fishers of men - nets thrown into the
sea. gather whalever comes along, the hook is cast out and available to any
swimning by. The message goes out to calch any that will stop and heed. ?

I hearken back to a time when a man came io lay handshgp Mrs. Armstrong
when she was very ili, She was healed. But when this man had more truth
ceposed Lo him he refused 1o listen and fske the call. He ‘then lost
contact wilth God.

It all comes back lo the 'two lrees'. Because God cul access off
to the tree of life - Chrisl - after Adam sinned, He had to make a way
back to Christ; 1o make a way of general access for all people. "This of
course being accomplished with Nis death and resurrcction and with the
veil (symbolising the separation beiween men and God) being rent in two
Prom top to holtom.

There is so much more to add to this and the were I study into
calling the more there ig  see. For example there iz so much in I Cor.
1:26— . "I'or you see your culiing ..." God oflten presents the resull
as the cuuse. The classic cexample being that God creates evil. Indirectly

lie does but only as a result of creating beings thatl have the potential
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to do evil. Bimilarily God says He will bring all the curses upon Israel
of "Deut. 28, Indirectly He does but what He ig really saying is He has
set up laws that if broken will bring the curges on man. Likewise the
reagon lle says not many noble or rich is beoause they WILL not ~ their

nebility, riches and worldly wisdom being & snare to themn.
3 o D



